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doctrine involved in the discovery of the Martyrs, is
on Scriptural grounds such as plainly to prove either
that it did not take place, or that it cannot be referred

*to Divine Agency, this of course would supersede all
other considerations. Meanwhile I will but observe,
as far as the silence of Scripture is concerned, that
Scripture could not afford a pattern of the alleged
miracle, from the nature of the case. The resurrection
of the body is only a Christian dogma; and martyr-
dom, that is, dying for a creed, is a peculiarity of the
Gospel, and was instanced among the Jews, only in
proportion as the Gospel was anticipated. The blood
was the relic of those whose bodies had been the
temple of the Spirit, and who were believed to be
in the presence of Christ. Miracles were not to be
expected by such instruments, till Christ came; nor
afterwards, till a sufficient time had elapsed for Saints
to be matured and offered up, and for pious offices

, and assiduous attentions to be paid by others towards
the tabernacles which they left behind them. Prece-
dents then to our purpose, whether in Old or in New
Testament, are as little to be expected, as precedents
to guide us in determining the relations of the Church
to the State, or the question of infant baptism, or the
duty of having buildings for worship. Time alone could
determine what the Divine purpose was concerning the
earthly shrines in which a Divine Presence had dwelt:
yvhether, as in the case of Moses and Elijah, they were